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Once more unto the breach
Saturday, January 14, 2006

By Shad West
Standard-Examiner Davis Bureau

Ogden program serves vets who want help getting
on track

OGDEN -- Vietham veteran Roger Warenski is taking steps
to rebuild his life.

While he readily admits those steps are small, he said he
can see his life is heading in a positive direction. Warenski,
51, is one of 35 veterans getting help from the Homeless
Veterans Fellowship, a nonprofit charitable organization
that helps homeless veterans get off the street and on the
road to self-sufficiency.

"When | got out of prison, | had nowhere to go," Warenski
said. "I came to Ogden looking for work. | painted for a
while and drove a truck for a while."

Warenski said when he went to get a commercial driver
license, he couldn't pass a Department of Transportation
physical. So he tried to go back to school -- that lasted nine
months; he just couldn't concentrate.

"When you reach my age, most people are stable in life,
have a bank account and are planning for retirement," he
said.

On the fringes of homelessness, Warenski battled the
demons of alcohol and drugs until he discovered the
fellowship.

"It's been great for me here," he said. "I've been clean and
sober for almost three years."

Warenski's story is similar to many of the veterans getting
help from the fellowship, said spokesman Jeremy Taylor.

"There are a lot of outreach programs that will help the
homeless, until they find out that a homeless person is a
felon, someone who made a mistake," Taylor said. "We try
to look beyond those mistakes and recognize that veteran's
honorable service in the military."

Taylor says veterans in the program have to decide they
want to move forward, and the fellowship can help them
accomplish that task.

The fellowship has a staff of trained counselors who help
veterans face the physical and psychological barriers of
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substance abuse.

Because homelessness is primarily an economic issue,
veterans can also seek help from an employment
development specialist who reaches out into the
community to find jobs for those in the program.

The cornerstone of the fellowship is the housing programs
it offers. About 35 veterans are currently provided with
transitional housing. They are welcome to stay for up to 18
months while receiving help in the other aspects of their
lives.

"Our transitional housing is spartan living," said Jack
Brady, board member for the fellowship. "Each resident is
given their own private bedroom but share a living area,
kitchen and restroom with another resident."

Much of the furniture is donated, but Brady says it covers
the basic necessities.

Last month, the fellowship expanded the housing program
to include permanent housing for veterans. The program
currently has five veterans, but the fellowship is finding
expansion difficult due to the challenge of locating
affordable housing for those needing it.

"We realize that many of our veterans can't afford the
market-rate rental rates with the types of jobs they are
getting," Brady said. "Many of the employment
opportunities don't afford our veterans a living wage."

The fellowship subsidizes rent for veterans in the
permanent housing program and will need help before it
can be expanded.

"If the veterans can't get permanent housing, they are
going to end up back on the streets," Taylor said. "We
need to get the citizens of Ogden to buy into our program
and realize that the vets in our program can be good
neighbors.

"It's a great feeling to be able to take somebody who has
lost their way and give them a compass to get them back
on their way."
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